
Marjorie Goss "Christine Larson" 
 

The dream of many young women and men is to become famous...to perhaps 
even be a movie star.  One young lady from Durand achieved this common 

dream.  This is our story of her life and career.  Is the dream life better than a 
'normal' life?  Each of us must decide that for ourselves... Matt & Mike 

 
    Born in Durand, Marjorie was the daughter of Galen A. and 
Elma Christine Goss. As a child, Marjorie displayed a zest for 
school activities and horseback riding. An honor student, she 
helped organized a drama club and appeared in many plays 
under the direction of Ruth Grote Smith. She also was a 
member of the band, school paper staff and school yearbook 
staff. She produced art drawings for publications.  
    As a member of Eau Claire Bit and Spur club, she won many 
championships and blue ribbons. She appeared with three and 
five gated horses in Wisconsin, Minnesota, and California 
shows. After the death of her father, she moved to Beverly 

Hills with her mother, Elma, and her sister, Rosabelle. 

    Majoring in fine arts, she attended the University of Wisconsin. She worked as a 
period costume designer for the world's largest organization, which prepared 
costumes for historical epics in film land. Eventually, she joined 20th Century Fox 
studios, where she headed a men's period design department.  
    Moving to New York, she studied in American Academy of Dramatic Art and 
won a scholarship to study in private with Aristide d'Angelo. She worked free 
lance for publishing houses, producing watercolor paintings for cards and 
children's books. While in New York, she was engaged to Prince Youka 
Troubetskoy and met many individuals of international society, who remained 
friends through the years.  
    Returning to California for film and television work, she took the name of 
Christine Larson, the maiden name of her mother and the married name of her 
grandmother. She played leading roles in more than 30 movies, among them "The 
Well," which earned an academy award nomination. In "The Brave Warrior", she 
played with John Hall. Later, she undertook a personal appearance tour for the 
studio across the United States.  
    A rapid succession of leading roles followed. She participated in 183 television 
shows with David Niven, Adolph Menjou, and others. Despite a busy schedule she 



continued studies on art, philosophy, history and comparative religion.  
    In 1955, she was married to John Frederick Cook, a graduate of the University 
of California at Santa Barbara, where he studied philosophy and business 
administration. They became parents of a daughter, Christina Cook, who was born 
in June, 1957. They divorced in December, 1957, and she retained custody of the 
child.  
    Because of the long hours, widespread movie and TV requirements, travel, and 
other problems, she retired from her acting career. She resumed free lance 
artistry to remain with her daughter. She created and sold fine oil paintings to a 
California company on a royalty basis. They were reduced as Christmas cards and 
covers for Christmas catalogues.  
    A student of all religions she joined the Bahai faith in the middle 50's. Her free 
time was spent teaching principles of the faith and working with young adults and 
young groups.  
    The only young women from Durand to achieve fame in the movies, Marjorie 
Goss, died Tuesday, February 13, 1972, after suffering a hemorrhage at her home 
in Beverly Hills, California. Her body was placed in a crypt. 

 

You may not recognize this person from 
this unusual picture. 
 

http://web.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/christinelarson/reagan2.html
http://web.durand.k12.wi.us/hs/history/christinelarson/reagan2.html


 

 

Yes, Ronald Reagan was a 
close friend of Christine 
Larson.  Christine and Reagan 
made movies together and 
later Reagan moved on to do 
other things. 

 

 


